
 My research qualifications are based on a variety of both academic and professional 

experiences. As an undergraduate history student at Northwestern, my research projects consisted 

of analyzing primary and secondary sources and writing course papers between 15 and 20 pages 

in length on topics related to genocide and reconciliation. My senior research paper attempted to 

determine the extent to which the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda’s trial of three 

members of the Rwandan media confirmed previous international judicial precedents concerning 

media culpability in crimes against humanity and extended international jurisprudence on the 

subject. I completed this through a close examination of the trial transcripts and written 

judgements from the ICTR and the Nuremberg trial. This work provided me with a background 

on the issues of genocide and post-genocide issues that will aid me in the development of 

research questions and a knowledge of the types and locations of sources that are available on the 

subject. My second undergraduate major of mathematics developed the analytic capabilities that 

are necessary for designing logically sound research projects with appropriate methodologies.

 After graduation, I briefly worked on the Northwestern Program of African Studies’ 

REACH project: a joint project between Northwestern University and the University of Ibadan in 

Nigeria that was developing recommendations for HIV/AIDS prevention methods in specific 

Nigerian communities. As a research assistant during the first year of the project’s 

implementation, I worked with a team to create a database of current literature on the subject. I 

was responsible for finding project relevant studies and providing an abstract and review to 

accompany each article before placing it in the database. This experience gave me the 

opportunity to examine and critique other social scientists’ research, honing my ability to discern 

bias and assess the credibility of their methods. Additionally, I was able to witness the 

beginnings of a large-scale research project from the ground level.

 My experiences after leaving Northwestern, while not strictly academic in nature, 

provided me with an opportunity to conduct policy research while gaining valuable insights into 

the areas that still need to be addressed by the academic community. During my time at the 

Genocide Intervention Network (GI-NET) I served as a registered lobbyist, primarily organizing 

grassroots campaigns that would enable our constituents to lobby their political leaders in a 

meaningful way for an end to the genocide in Darfur. One of my primary accomplishments was 

coordinating the Darfur issue campaign for the 2008 presidential elections, including the 

education of our membership on the candidates’ positions on Darfur and Sudan. As a 501(c)3 

non-profit organization, GI-NET was not legally permitted to explicitly or implicitly support or 

disapprove of a candidate or political party. This legal expectation of neutrality required that I 

take a methodical approach to qualitative candidate research, analyzing their positions according 

to a distinct set of measures including the previous legislative actions, personal divestment 

status, number of public statements on the conflict and answers to a survey which we developed 

and distributed to the campaigns. This research project afforded me the experience of conducting 

qualitative research that was necessarily systematic.

 Additionally, my time with GI-NET left me very much aware of the value of linking 

academic research with grassroots advocacy efforts in order to ensure that the policies that 

organizations such as GI-NET support are the most effective actions to pursue. The opportunity 

to work on these issues prior to pursuing my doctoral degree gave me an understanding of what 

problems still need to be addressed in affecting conflict resolution from a distance, and will 
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guide my research efforts while at Notre Dame. Specifically, further research needs to be 

completed on the affects of grassroots constituencies on U.S. foreign policy. My experiences 

with GI-NET as a member and leader of such a constituency along with the continuing 

relationships that I formed with grassroots organizations and activists make me uniquely suited 

to pursue this research question.

 My service and training with the United State Marine Corps also enhanced my ability to 

understand and conduct research on conflict. I have learned the technical capabilities of our 

military from the officers and enlisted who know it best, and my officer training has given me a  

solid comprehension of the capacity of our forces and the methods used to train citizens to 

partake in organized violence. These experiences will influence my understanding of the 

consolidation and use of violence in worldwide conflicts and the use of U.S. military force in 

affecting resolution to those conflicts.

 In addition to my professional experience, the month I spent traveling in Uganda and 

Rwanda last summer has contributed to my knowledge of post-conflict issues that these states are 

facing. This opportunity allowed me to shadow Northwestern PhD students and professors 

conducting field research and to explore topics for my own future projects, while reinforcing my 

interest in the region. The contacts that I made during that month proved beneficial during my 

graduate school application process, and will continue to be helpful in future research endeavors.

 Finally, my coursework thus far at Notre Dame has already provided me with a wealth of 

information on research methods and design, as well as the opportunity to begin work on an 

independent project examining the affect of the International Criminal Court’s indictment of 

Sudanese president Omar al-Bashir on the peace process in Darfur. Further coursework will 

increase my methodological sophistication, enhancing the quality of my research. The National 

Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowship will help me in this pursuit, as it will allow 

me the time and resources to take advanced methods courses in my second and third years.
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